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ask for its immediate consideration in
this House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT

(Mr. HUDSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, as a
father, I believe that every life has
value, and I am proud to be pro-life.

But whether you are pro-life or not,
my fellow North Carolinians and Amer-
icans all across the country agree that
government should not use taxpayer
dollars to fund abortions.

That is why the Hyde amendment
was created.

The Hyde amendment has saved 2.5
million lives and protected the con-
science rights of Americans, all with
overwhelmingly bipartisan support.

In fact, Hyde has been renewed every
year since 1976, under majorities and
Presidents of both parties, including
President Barack Obama.

However, in his most recent budget
proposal, President Joe Biden chose to
ignore precedent and the will of the
people by excluding Hyde amendment
protections.

This is a radical shift in policy.

Americans should not be forced to
violate their conscience to pay for
abortions.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the Committees on En-
ergy and Commerce, Ways and Means,
and the Judiciary be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 18, the No
Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act,
and I ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

———

THE U.S.-MEXICO BORDER IS
UNPROTECTED

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, we
have a record-setting surge of illegal
drugs coming in across our southern
border, including the very, very deadly
fentanyl, which takes only small
amounts to greatly affect many people,
as well as whatever other activities the
cartels want to do.

The U.S.-Mexico border is basically
unprotected, and it doesn’t seem to be
a priority of the Biden administration
at all. Please, prove me wrong.

Yet, the Biden administration is
happy to, once again, push the idea of
perhaps shutting down the country
over COVID again. Is it because of the
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delta variant, or now is it going to be
over a new Mexico variant? But it
seems to be coming our way.

Yet, they will not control the border
and the flow of illegal immigrants that
might be carrying COVID themselves,
whether it is through the new Mexico
variant or not.

So you have to ask, whose side is this
administration on with this open sieve
of a border, these drugs coming
through, illegal immigrants coming
through, and then putting the clamps
down on our own economy and our own
people?

———

FIGHTING FOR THE RIGHT TO
VOTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I am here to anchor this Special Order
on the fierce urgency of preserving the
precious right to vote by passing H.R.
4, the John Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act, and legislation like
H.R. 1, For The People.

I am delighted to be co-anchoring
this Congressional Black Caucus Spe-
cial Order at the request of our tireless
leader for justice, Congresswoman
JOYCE BEATTY of Ohio, and to be joined
by my co-anchor, Congressman RITCHIE
TORRES of New York, and many other
members of the Congressional Black
Caucus.

Fifty-six years ago, in a century that
was close to a hundred years after the
Emancipation Proclamation and the
rendition of the 15th Amendment, the
very right to vote, there we were fight-
ing with this beloved Member of Con-
gress, who challenged us to get into
good trouble, fighting in 1965, pursuant
to the collapse of the understanding of
the 15th Amendment, fighting for the
right to vote again.

Madam Speaker, here we are today,
2021, now 56 years after the 1965 Voting
Rights Act, fighting for the right to
vote.

I want to make sure that I pay trib-
ute to Our Power, Our Message, led by
the Honorable JOYCE BEATTY, who does
not only speak her words, but she acts
on her words, how proud we were. But
I am sure pride is not what she wants
us to feel as she walked down this dif-
ficult road here in Washington, D.C., to
be able to express, with Black women
and others, that we have a fierce sense
of urgency, and was arrested, just
about two weeks ago, in the name of
voting rights.

So let me, for a moment, read to you
out of the book that has just been pub-
lished by a dear, beloved friend, ‘‘Carry
On.” I use this book in the Rules Com-
mittee, when there seems to have been
a challenge to helping the impover-
ished. I concluded my remarks, when I
was giving amendments, to help the
impoverished to carry on.
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But on the issue of justice, these are
his words: ‘“We must practice what we
preach. If we believe in life and liberty,
then we should not defer the dream of
equality and justice’’—the right to
vote—‘‘under the law for people of
color. We must use the system of gov-
ernment to improve our laws and to
make our society fairer and more just.
While no one bill can right the many
wrongs, we can stitch together partial
solutions to deal with the complex so-
cietal issues that lead to systemic bias
and inequality.”

That is why we stand here today. We
are stitching together a response to the
collapse of voting rights in America.
We are stitching together laws that
will deal with the mass of suppression
laws being passed in State legislatures
across America. We are stitching to-
gether a response for those brave Texas
Democratic representatives who are
here in Washington, D.C., who are beg-
ging us to pass H.R. 1 and S. 1 and of
course we have passed H.R. 1 and the
John Lewis Voting Rights Advance-
ment Act.
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Let me just briefly say that serious
damage to the precious right to vote
occasioned by the rightwing conserv-
ative majority on the Supreme Court
demands that the Congress exercise its
powers under section 5 of the 15th
Amendment to restore the extraor-
dinary reach and effectiveness of sec-
tion 2 and section 5 of the Voting
Rights Act. The 15th Amendment said
that no law, no State legislature
should abridge the right to vote on the
basis of discrimination of race and
color and ethnicity and that the Con-
gress should stand up and provide the
relief and the answer.

Did you hear, Madam Speaker? The
Congress. And the Congressional Black
Caucus has said that, not only with
their words but with their bodies. HANK
JOHNSON was just arrested last week,
Congressman HANK JOHNSON.

So the objection to the VRA and
their opponents is without substance. I
have long said that the States that
were subject to preclearance under the
Voting Rights Act earned their way
into so doing by discriminatory laws.

Madam Speaker, June 25, 2021,
marked the eighth anniversary of the
Supreme Court’s infamous decision in
Shelby County v. Holder, which immo-
bilized the Department of Justice from
subjecting discriminatory voting and
election laws to the preclearance.

On August 6 will be the commemora-
tion of the 1965 Voting Rights Act. 56
years. And look at the predicament we
are in.

Later on in this debate I will recount
all the times we voted for the Voting
Rights Act. Madam Speaker, it was bi-
partisan. It was across racial lines, re-
gional lines, because we knew it was
the right thing to do.

So tonight we stand on what is right.
We stand on good trouble. We stand on
making the decision that not the
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